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Klamath Play Day 

In 2010, a group of Klamath Falls sportspersons 

lead by Ken Hand (Mule Deer Foundation) 

formed Klamath Play Outdoors and developed 

the Klamath Kids Play Day concept.  The first 

Play Day was held in January 2011.  It was an 

entirely free and non-commercial event.  

Participants included natural resource agencies 

and sports groups from the Klamath Falls area.  

The groups set up fun and educational booths to 

teach kids about camping, wildlife viewing, 

hunting, and fishing. 

 

As part of the Play Day the Department has 

operated a wildlife identification station and a 

fishing booth since 2011.  The popularity of the 

fishing booth has grown exponentially with the 

event.  Our capacity to offer youth fishing 

opportunity doubled with two portable ponds 

purchased by R & E and Klamath Play Outdoors. 

In 2015, the event hosted 1,860 kids and 1,920 

parents; nearly 500 kids fished at our booth and 

over 300 fish were caught. 

 

Klamath Kids Play Day has been an exciting 

way to reach constituents that we do not 

normally encounter.  Many of our participants, 

including their parents, have never been fishing.  

We are able to provide an opportunity for many 

to catch their first fish and we hear many excited 

kids say, “Can we go fishing tomorrow!”  The 

Klamath District plans to continue participation 

and find more ways to increase kids and families 

excitement about hunting and fishing. 

 

Juvenile Chinook Salmon Winter Telemetry 

East Region Fish Research staff is radio-tagging 

and tracking juvenile spring Chinook salmon of 

the Grande Ronde and John Day rivers.  These 

studies are designed to investigate winter 

migration and habitat use by these fish.  This 

information will be used to guide habitat 

restoration in these basins.   

 

Downstream migrating fish are captured using 

rotary screw traps and fyke nets.  After surgically 

implanting radio tags fish are released to resume 

their migration.  So far this winter 97 upper 

Grande Ronde and 24 upper John Day Chinook 

have been radio tagged.  

 

Department biologists locate radio tagged fish 

daily to characterize movement and habitat use. 

Depending on river conditions, staff walks the 

river channel, float using small inflatable rafts, or 

walk on the ice. Since the fish are small, the 

radio tags that surgically inserted are very small 

and have a limited detection range. Therefore, 

we cannot track fish with aerial surveys or from 

the road in most reaches. Stationary receivers are 
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also positioned along the river channels to detect 

tagged fish as they migrate downstream through 

and out of the valleys. 

 
This work has already identified higher mortality 

rates in Catherine Creek reaches as it runs 

through Grande Ronde River valley. This higher 

mortality appears to be related to slower 

migration rates in these areas. Once fish entered 

the Grande Ronde River after it’s confluence 

with Catherine Creek they experience quickly 

migrated downstream and survival improved.  

 

This research effort is funded by the U.S. Bureau 

of Reclamation (BOR) and Bonneville Power 

Administration in both basins with additional 

support from Pacific Coast Salmon Restoration 

funds in the John Day. The US BOR is 

particularly interested in the potential for habitat 

restoration in these river valleys to improve 

survival of ESA-listed salmon and steelhead. 

Identifying valley locations where fish reside for 

extended periods, and may consequently 

experience high mortality, is helping direct 

future restoration. 

 

WEST REGION 
Steve Marx, Region Manager 

 

Wildlife Rescue   
A black-tailed deer was immobilized and 

removed from a downtown area in east Portland 

near the Convention Center.  ODFW staff was 

contacted by the Portland Police Bureau to 

request removal of the doe as she posed a safety 

hazard to passing motorists.  Staff responded to 

the site to find the deer in a small open area 

between the freeway and a retaining wall.  The 

deer was successfully immobilized and removed 

to an area outside the city limits.  The entire 

capture event was filmed by KATU Channel 2 

News but was not shown during the news 

programs that evening.  An edited version of the 

film footage did end up on the news channel’s 

Facebook site where the majority of the 

comments were supportive of our actions. 

 

In a parallel incident, Central Point staff captured 

a very small (13 lbs.) bear cub last week after 

receiving several reported observations of the 

bear hanging out in yards and trees in Phoenix, 

Oregon.  Staff captured the cub and sent it to the 

Wildlife Health Lab in Adair for evaluation and 

to determine final disposition of the animal.  The 

cub was abnormally small based on typical age 

for cubs this late in the season.  A normal sized 

cub would be approximately three times this size 

based on its projected age.  Veterinary staff 

determined the cub was more likely to be 

malnourished opposed to a more recent, late 

birth.  Placement options included an 

Association of Zoos and Aquariums accredited 

facility, or a department approved out-of-state 

bear cub rehabilitation facility.  Following health 

and behavior assessment by veterinary staff and 

due to the non-habituated behavior of the cub, 

staff placed the cub in a rehabilitation facility in 

McCall, Idaho for subsequent release back into 

the wild.  This bear cub case received 

considerable media attention locally and 

nationally resulting in a high number calls and 

emails from interested individuals, particularly 

outside of Oregon.   

 

Helicopter vs Unmanned Aerial Vehicle 

(UAV) Redd Counts – Fish district staff tested 

four methods using a helicopter or UAV to 

complete fall Chinook redd surveys on the South 

Umpqua River including:  1. using a contract 

counter in the helicopter, 2. helicopter video 

reading by freezing the frames, 3. Helicopter 

video counting redds while the video was 

continuously running, and 4. using UAV 

produced video reading by freezing the frames 

and counting the sites. 

 

The contract counter had the lowest count, 

despite having the ability to look forward and 

backward during the flight.  The helicopter video 

reading the continuous video resulted in 120 – 

473 more redds counted than the contract counter 
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depending on the reader and 425 more redds 

using the freeze frame method.  Using the freeze 

frame method, the UAV recording had higher 

counts than the helicopter video in 2 of 3 sites.   

Overall, the counts weren’t significantly 

different between methods or between samplers 

reading the video.   

 

Based on the initial results, it appears that use of 

a contracted helicopter with video monitoring or 

UAV has promise for completing fall Chinook 

spawning surveys while minimizing safety risks 

to staff.  One of the limitations of the UAV was 

that staff was only able to complete surveys on 

seven sample locations per day. This represented 

about 4 - 5 river miles flown by the UAV 

compared to the 110 miles flown by the 

helicopter.  However, staff estimate with 

improved efficiency there may be potential to 

increase the sample size to 10 locations per day, 

and multiple days would be needed to sample a 

large enough portion of the basin.  Staff will 

continue to refine sample strategies and assess 

methods to calibrate new survey data with past 

years data for the survey work planned for 2015. 

 

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Rick Hargrave, Administrator 

 

65 Places to Fish in Lane County 

The south Willamette Valley offers exceptional 

fishing opportunities for all types of anglers. To 

better promote these fisheries, ODFW worked 

with Travel Lane County (TLC) to produce "65 

Places to Fish in Lane County." Travel Lane 

County is the destination marketing organization 

for the Lane County.   

 

The concept is based on the Agency's similar 

efforts to promote fisheries in and around major 

Oregon cities - Portland, Roseburg, Medford and 

Bend. But rather than focus on opportunities near 

a metropolitan area (Eugene/Springfield), 

ODFW and TLC expanded the concept to 

include countywide opportunities. Shannon 

Richardson, South Willamette STEP Biologist, 

developed and researched the fishing 

opportunities in the county. She worked closely 

with I&E staff to format and design a printed 

publication and develop a Google map of the 

locations. 

 

As a result of the partnership, TLC will help 

fund the publication's production and will 

actively promote the publication through their 

media channels. They will also distribute the 

publication through their visitor information 

centers, trade shows and their website. The 

Agency will also promote the products through 

its website and local events. 

 

Modernizing ODFW website 

The Agency’s website (ODFW.com) is the 

keystone of its communication strategy. As such, 

the Agency actively promotes the website as the 

source of all things hunting, fishing and viewing 

related in Oregon. Through its promotion, the 

website now exceeds 4 million visits annually. 

 

But the website's infrastructure and design is 

outdated. It has not kept up with the changes in 

technology that allow visitors to access the 

website through different devices. The design, 

while excellent for providing information, 

doesn't inspire interactive participation as 

modern website design does.  

 

To better leverage its content to promote 

hunting, fishing and viewing, the Agency is 

working with the Oregon Tourism Commission 

(OTC) to begin modernizing the website. As the 

state's destination marketing organization, OTC 

is uniquely positioned to help the Agency better 

promote the hunting, fishing and viewing 

opportunities and its web content. The initial 

phase of the project will involve a discovery 

process—set to begin in early March—will 

evaluate current technology, visitor profiles and 

usage, and content. The product of the discovery 

process will result in a plan to inspire and inform 

current and future Oregon hunters, anglers and 

viewers. 

 

Sportsman’s Show 

The focus for this year is the promotion of our 

printed and digital resources that are designed to 

provide people the information they need to get 

out and hunt and fish. We will be highlighting 

the fishing, hunting and viewing photos that the 

public has submitted and encouraging more 

photo sharing. The Oregon State Police Fish and 

Wildlife Enforcement Division will be sharing 
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space with ODFW again this year.  ODFW will 

also be working with Dick’s Sporting Goods 

with some cross promotional activities related to 

fishing. 

 
MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM  
Caren Braby, Marine Resources Program Manager 

 
Jessica Watson, PISCO integration fellow and Erin Jaco Oregon 
Coast Aquarium Volunteer measuring a rockfish during a hook 
and line research survey 
 

Honing of Sampling Methods – Trifecta Study 

Oregon’s five marine reserve sites host a variety 

of nearshore marine habitats and species. To 

monitor habitats and species over time, Program 

staff is using a suite of sampling tools. Different 

habitats require different sampling tools. In 

addition, certain sampling tools are better at 

sampling certain species or capturing certain 

measurements. To better understand the 

sampling biases of the tools being used to assess 

shallow rocky reef areas of marine reserve sites, 

Program staff conducted a pilot “Trifecta Study”. 

The Trifecta Study entailed conducting 

simultaneous surveys using three different 

sampling tools to see if they produce similar 

measures of fish abundance and species 

composition. The study was conducted last year 

at the Redfish Rocks Marine Reserve and looked 

at the differences between hook-and-line, 

SCUBA, and video lander sampling tools. 

Preliminary results indicate that the video lander 

was slightly less effective than the other tools, 

although results were not statistically 

significant. The video lander did not provide for 

visual identification of all fish down to the 

species level, which reduces the apparent species 

richness (number of different species recorded).  

Also, hook-and-line surveys were able to capture 

less common species of rockfishes including 

China and Quillback Rockfish. Program staff are 

looking at repeating this study, to continue to 

hone in on the best methods to use to answer 

specific research questions. 

 

Telling Oregon’s Coastal Story – Social and 

Economic Research 

Program staff is currently overseeing 12 social 

and economic research studies, in collaboration 

with multiple research groups at multiple 

universities. These studies will help describe the 

effects that occur over time to communities, 

social groups, and individuals when we cease 

fishing in a given marine reserve site. Some 

studies paint the background or “back story” of 

the communities. Other studies allow us to 

estimate or observe any changes that are 

occurring over time. Different studies let us look 

at effects at different scales. For instance, some 

studies look at effects across the region while 

others examine the effects among a community 

or social group.  This research will collect data 

and information on how communities, ocean 

users, and regional economies are affected as 

well as interactions between the economy, 

marine environment, and communities. Through 

this research over time, we will understand the 

variety of different effects that each marine 

reserve site has on coastal communities and 

statewide.  
 

OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Fish & Wildlife Division 

Commercial Fish  

Trooper Van Meter (Newport) recently 

responded to the Cape Perpetua Marine Reserve 

regarding reports of two strings of commercial 

crab gear fishing within the Reserve.  Trooper 

Van Meter arrived and observed a commercial 

fishing vessel actively working (setting) 

commercial crab gear inside the Reserve.  

Trooper Van Meter called the captain while still 

offshore and confirmed vessel and gear was 

inside the marine reserve.  Investigation revealed 

three strings of gear had been set, and the captain 
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was advised to immediately pull the gear from 

the Marine Reserve and move them to another 

location. Trooper Van Meter’s follow up 

revealed that 125 Dungeness crab had been 

illegally caught that morning inside the Reserve.  

The captain was instructed to return all 125 crab 

back into the ocean.  The captain of the boat was 

cited for Commercial Crabbing in a Closed Area; 

Marine Reserve. 

Angling  

Senior Trooper Klepp (Astoria) responded to a 

complaint regarding two suspicious persons; one 

of which was seen angling from the Lewis & 

Clark River fish ladder north of Seaside.  The 

Trooper arrived and contacted the two persons 

on foot 3 miles from the scene as they were 

walking out. Both individuals were 

confronted about angling at the fish ladder and a 

confession was obtained from one.  The other 

person admitted to angling, but not on the fish 

ladder.  Both failed to possess a 2015 angling 

license or harvest card and denied catching any 

fish or having any steelhead in their 

possession.   A subsequent search of their 

backpacks revealed one freshly gutted non 

adipose fin-clipped steelhead, to which one 

subject indicated to finding the steelhead.  One 

subject was issued criminal citations 

for: Angling within 200 feet of a Fish way and 

No Combined Angling Harvest Tag. The other 

subject was criminally for: No Combined 

Angling Harvest Tag and Illegal Possession of 

Non Adipose Fin-Clipped Steelhead.  
 
END OF FIELD REPORTS FOR  
February 13, 2015 
 


